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JWALA: A MOTHER’S SACRIFICE  wrinG: zara Kaniax

THE SACRIFICES AND STRUGGLE OF A MOTHER WHO HAS ART: KRUTHIKA N.S.
PERSEVERED THROUGH THE CHALLENGES OF MIGRATION N o) L ooODL
PURSUIT OF A BETTER LIFE FOR HER DAUGHTER AND (THEWORKPLACE DOQRUER)
HUSBAND. .

JWALA'S EYES ARE HEAVY WITH SADNESS.

AMMA, |
: | PROMISE--

STOP EATING? WHAT

PROMISE NONSENSE IS THIS!
WHAT?

(] | DON'T NEED TO EAT
_/ ANYMORE. | DON'T NEED
FOOD. SO YOU STAY
HOME. YOU DON'T HAVE
TO LEAVE US.




AMMA, |
WON'T EAT |
EVER
AGAIN.

*CouGH*

YOU'RE
LEAVING?

*CouGH*
*CouGH*

*WAAAAHHH*
AMMA!

AMMA! DON'T

*TCH TCH* -
GO PLEASE™ "

MY PRINCESS. |
- WON'T BE LONG.
AND | WILL BUY

YOU A BIG
boLL!

WAAAHH!
NOW

You DON'T
HAVE TO GO.
*COUGH*

HUSH' DON'T
MAKE |T WORSE.

l. | HAVE TO GO.

IF YOU DON'T EAT,
AMMA WILL EAT..

..YOUR LI|TTLE
FEET!

TODAY |S THE DAY.

*CouGH*

L el

.AND THEN
BABA CAN GET
HIS MEDICINE.

« ] YOU WANT YOUR

BABA TO FEEL

F

BETTER RIGHT?




JWALA AND A GROUP OF
WOMEN FROM HER REGION
ARE PART OF AN AGENCY'S
COHORT, SENT TO MALAYSIA

R o

y ARRIVES
-~ TO MALAYSIA AFTER A o
5 g GRUELLI|NG JOURNEY. ——




THEY MAKE
THEIR WAY PAST
SEVERAL
CHECKS.

SERESUTENS I LR

THEY'RE
BRIEFED IN
MALAY AND
ENGLISH.

L

CAN YOU UNDERSTAND HER
AT ALL?

*HUSH* NO!
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JWALA |S ™~
- MESMERISED BY THE

SCENERY ON THE
BUS RIDE TO HER
DORMITORY.
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THEY'RE THEN BRIEFED ON
TAILORING WORK |N MALAY
AND ENGLISH.




4 MONTHS LATER

LoOOKM
AMMA |S

ON THE
SCREEN!

PRINCESS!

g ~ AMMA,
bl L ' WHEN
R ARE You
HAJUR, T ~ COMING
HOW ARE BACK?
Yyou

FEELING?

SOON,
PRINCESS.

Ll S L

BETTER
| AM NOT FAT.



BUT WHEN?

AS SOON
AS | CAN.

CAN'T YOU COME
HOME TOMORROW?

V4

-’. COME NOW, NAN|.
- & J SHOW HER YOUR
DRAWING.

THIS IS AMMA, AND ME, AND THE DOLL AMMA |
IS GOING TO BUY ME, PLAYING.

OH THAT IS
VERY NICE! ARE
WE HOLDING

NO, AMMA IS HUGGING ME-

T

--ASHWARY A HAS HER
MAMA WITH HER! SHE
HUGS HER EVERY DAY!
MY MAMA |S NOT WITH
ME! IT'S NOT FAIR!

PRINCESS...

MY LITTLE ONE,
PLEASE--

WAHH"




HER SUPERVISOR = T

SEES HER g H@@## 4%
PULLING OUT THE $WH#S#%M Q@
FABRIC. #Q$#***HH#EE@
gy £ASUSWAH 4%
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JWALA MAKES A MISTAKE ON THE
SEWING MACHINE. SHE STOPS PEDALING.

SHE EXPLAINS THE SEWING
MACHINE TO JWALA GENTLY.

JWALA FINDS A
RESTROOM TO CRY IN..

.AND SOMEONE JWALA BARELY UNDERSTANDS, BUT SHE
SPOTS HER. TRIES HER BEST. R

IJWALA, WE WORK SEVEN
DAYS A WEEK, EVERY DAY!

~ JWALA DRAWS A DIAGRAM OF
STOP DOING HOMEWORK.
THE MACHINE, WITH WORDS IN . i K‘LL\NG vo&\'ksen.p. |
NEPALI, TO REMIND HER ABOUT s SO R
THE DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS. | |




RESHMA, THIS IS
WHERE AMMA SLEEPS
EVERY NIGHT. IT'S
OKAY, BUT SOMETIMES
SHRIST| SNORES. JUST
LIKE You.

/

AND AMMA WILL SAVE UP A LITTLE, BIT
BY BIT, SO | CAN BUY YOU A DoLL OKAY?

-“ EL ]

PLEASE SAY
SOMETHING, PRINCESS!
; '_‘--w ___1.' - : _HBAM?
WHEN IS AMMA Hasod
g COMING BACK? SR

" TWO MORE
YEARS,
PRINCESS.

g e
& ~ AND, LOOK, AT
\  THIS PRETTY s

DRESS. Do 78

. YouLKeEI?

& e

. MAYBE NEXT B

~ YEAR, WE CAN

BUY SOMETHING =

LIKE THIS FOR
YOU, HMM? o

PLEASE TALK TO
AMMA... RESHMA...




COME ON
THEN! IT'S TIME
TO GO! STOP
GRINNING AT
YOURSELF IN
THE MIRROR.

SORN 2NN

YES, YES.
I'M READY.

OOPS
SORRY!

......
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